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MTKNMTKN’’s Foundation s Foundation 
and Purposeand Purpose

Began as a pilot project of the National Began as a pilot project of the National 
Transportation Library in 2001.Transportation Library in 2001.

MTKN is a forum for pooling resources,  MTKN is a forum for pooling resources,  
sharing best practices, & provides sharing best practices, & provides 
opportunities for benchmarking.opportunities for benchmarking.

A network of transportation libraries in the A network of transportation libraries in the 
9 states comprising AASHTO9 states comprising AASHTO’’s Region 3 s Region 3 
+ South Dakota.+ South Dakota.



MTKN MembersMTKN Members

National National 
Transportation Transportation 
LibraryLibrary
Illinois DOTIllinois DOT
Iowa DOTIowa DOT
Kansas DOTKansas DOT
Michigan DOTMichigan DOT
Minnesota DOTMinnesota DOT
University of University of 
Minnesota Center Minnesota Center 
for Transportation for Transportation 
StudiesStudies

Missouri DOTMissouri DOT
Ohio DOTOhio DOT
South Dakota DOTSouth Dakota DOT
Wisconsin DOTWisconsin DOT
Hanson Hanson 
Professional Professional 
ServicesServices
Northwestern Northwestern 
UniversityUniversity
University of University of 
Michigan Michigan 
Transportation Transportation 
Research InstituteResearch Institute



MTKNMTKN’’s Accomplishmentss Accomplishments

Transportation Libraries Catalog Transportation Libraries Catalog (TLCat)(TLCat)
Began with 15 libraries, now has 25 participants, Began with 15 libraries, now has 25 participants, 
funded by NTLfunded by NTL

TRBTRB’’s Special Report 284, s Special Report 284, Transportation Knowledge Transportation Knowledge 
Networks: A Management Strategy for the 21Networks: A Management Strategy for the 21stst CenturyCentury
recommended using MTKN as a model for establishing recommended using MTKN as a model for establishing 
transportation knowledge networks in every region of the transportation knowledge networks in every region of the 
US.US.

Cited in Bonnie Cited in Bonnie OsifOsif’’ss TR NewsTR News article, article, ““Fast Lanes on Fast Lanes on 
the Transportation Information Superhighwaythe Transportation Information Superhighway””, March, March--
April, 2006April, 2006

Cooperation, interCooperation, inter--library loan, and knowledge sharing library loan, and knowledge sharing 
among member libraries, resulting in millions of dollars of among member libraries, resulting in millions of dollars of 
savingssavings

http://firstsearch.oclc.org/WebZ/FSPrefs?entityjsdetect=:javascript=true:screensize=medium:sessionid=fsapp3-46142-emuq5iir-gu49yv:entitypagenum=1:0


MTKNMTKN’’s Recent Activitiess Recent Activities

Met jointly with the Transportation Library Met jointly with the Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled Fund at the Connectivity Pooled Fund at the 
Knowledge & Library Connectivity Knowledge & Library Connectivity 
Conference.Conference.

Joint Meeting Provided:Joint Meeting Provided:
Extensive networking opportunitiesExtensive networking opportunities
Opportunity to share best practices and Opportunity to share best practices and 
public relations advicepublic relations advice
Several MTKN members presented on Several MTKN members presented on 
the advantages of regional networksthe advantages of regional networks



MTKNMTKN’’s Recent Activitiess Recent Activities

MTKN conducted its fourth annual MTKN conducted its fourth annual 
business meeting on October 21 at the business meeting on October 21 at the 
joint conference.joint conference.

Pooled FundPooled Fund’’s Technical Advisory s Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) met at the joint Committee (TAC) met at the joint 
conference; 4 MTKN libraries are also conference; 4 MTKN libraries are also 
pooled fund participants.pooled fund participants.

MTKN has produced a brochure on TLCat MTKN has produced a brochure on TLCat 
and its benefits.and its benefits.



MTKNMTKN’’s Recent Activitiess Recent Activities
The website: The website: MTKN.orgMTKN.org::

Presentations from the Knowledge & Presentations from the Knowledge & 
Library Connectivity ConferenceLibrary Connectivity Conference

National Transportation Knowledge National Transportation Knowledge 
Network video & brochureNetwork video & brochure

Map linked descriptions & photos  Map linked descriptions & photos  
MTKN librariesMTKN libraries

Presentations on how to find Presentations on how to find 
transportation informationtransportation information

http://www.mtkn.org/index.htm


MTKN Strategic InitiativesMTKN Strategic Initiatives
20062006

Support state DOT libraries and Support state DOT libraries and 
other transportation libraries other transportation libraries 
however & whenever possiblehowever & whenever possible

Create common performance Create common performance 
measures that MTKN libraries can measures that MTKN libraries can 
use to benchmark among ourselves; use to benchmark among ourselves; 
measure & communicate the measure & communicate the 
benefits of MTKNbenefits of MTKN



MTKN InitiativesMTKN Initiatives

Partner with other transportation Partner with other transportation 
organizations to encourage the organizations to encourage the 
formation of regional library formation of regional library 
networksnetworks

Explore funding possibilities for Explore funding possibilities for 
MTKN projectsMTKN projects



MTKN & ODOT LibraryMTKN & ODOT Library

MTKN requires participating libraries to MTKN requires participating libraries to 
have their own OCLC symbolhave their own OCLC symbol

Funding for an MTKN cataloging project Funding for an MTKN cataloging project 
from the NTL & cooperation from the State from the NTL & cooperation from the State 
Library of Ohio enabled ODOT  to have our Library of Ohio enabled ODOT  to have our 
own OCLC holdings symbol OHDOTown OCLC holdings symbol OHDOT

We are now loading abstracts for all R&D We are now loading abstracts for all R&D 
research publications & linking to fullresearch publications & linking to full--text text 
reports available via the Internetreports available via the Internet



An Overview of TLCatAn Overview of TLCat



TLCat Entries with AbstractsTLCat Entries with Abstracts



TLCat Links to Our CatalogTLCat Links to Our Catalog



ODOT LibraryODOT Library——MTKN allows us to build MTKN allows us to build 
an authoritative reputation: We provide an authoritative reputation: We provide 
answers.answers.



Northwestern Transportation LibraryNorthwestern Transportation Library——
One of One of MTKNMTKN’’ss benefits is the free benefits is the free 
availability of documents between availability of documents between 
and amongst all member libraries.and amongst all member libraries.



MoDOTMoDOT LibraryLibrary——The shared knowledge, The shared knowledge, 
resources, experience & support has been resources, experience & support has been 
extremely valuable in creating and extremely valuable in creating and 
maintaining  a strong library.maintaining  a strong library.



MNDOT LibraryMNDOT Library——the primary benefit of the primary benefit of 
MTKN has been increased visibility for staff MTKN has been increased visibility for staff 
& services provided by all transportation & services provided by all transportation 
libraries. The benefit of MTKN is longlibraries. The benefit of MTKN is long--term.term.



Hanson Professional Services Inc. Hanson Professional Services Inc. 
LibraryLibrary

My company values our connection My company values our connection 
with MTKN. I am able to call or email with MTKN. I am able to call or email 
another MTKN library with a question another MTKN library with a question 
or ILL request and I know that I will or ILL request and I know that I will 
receive the best possible service in a receive the best possible service in a 
quick turnaround time.quick turnaround time.



UMTRI LibraryUMTRI Library——Being part of MTKN is just one way Being part of MTKN is just one way 
that the library can have an influence in shaping that the library can have an influence in shaping 
information policy that could ultimately have tangible information policy that could ultimately have tangible 
results for the research community.results for the research community.



KSDOT LibraryKSDOT Library——MTKN provides a strong MTKN provides a strong 
example of what a network of regional example of what a network of regional 
special libraries can accomplish.special libraries can accomplish.



Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

FoundationFoundation: : Scoping Study for a National Strategic Plan Scoping Study for a National Strategic Plan 
for Transportation Information Managementfor Transportation Information Management, July of 2003, July of 2003

Created in 2005 as TPFCreated in 2005 as TPF--5(105)5(105)

PurposePurpose: to implement a national transportation : to implement a national transportation 
technology transfer program for information and technology transfer program for information and 
knowledge managementknowledge management

Three Major Objectives:Three Major Objectives: Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance in in 
cataloging documents into OCLC and converting card cataloging documents into OCLC and converting card 
catalogs into an online format; catalogs into an online format; Network Development,Network Development,
supporting the growth of DOT library information and supporting the growth of DOT library information and 
knowledge networks; and knowledge networks; and Marketing & Outreach Marketing & Outreach to to 
provide coordinated marketing materials and to grow provide coordinated marketing materials and to grow 
membershipmembership



Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund
MembersMembers

Kansas DOTKansas DOT
Louisiana DOTLouisiana DOT
Minnesota DOTMinnesota DOT
Montana DOTMontana DOT
Ohio DOTOhio DOT
Oregon DOTOregon DOT
Pennsylvania DOTPennsylvania DOT
Tennessee DOTTennessee DOT
Washington State DOTWashington State DOT
Wisconsin DOTWisconsin DOT
Midwest Regional University Midwest Regional University 
Transportation CenterTransportation Center



Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

ActivitiesActivities
Grow the number of Pooled Fund Grow the number of Pooled Fund 
Participants; help to increase our Participants; help to increase our 
awareness of one anotherawareness of one another
Develop tools for shared marketing & Develop tools for shared marketing & 
publicity, especially around nationally publicity, especially around nationally 
known library or transportation eventsknown library or transportation events
Increase DOT library participation in OCLC Increase DOT library participation in OCLC 
shared cataloging through provision of shared cataloging through provision of 
technical services expertisetechnical services expertise
Increase DOT executiveIncrease DOT executive’’s appreciation of s appreciation of 
their libraries through the development of their libraries through the development of 
measures that speak to them measures that speak to them ---- $$$$$$



Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

Creation of TLC Web site:Creation of TLC Web site:
http://http://www.libraryconnectivity.orgwww.libraryconnectivity.org//

http://www.libraryconnectivity.org/


Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

Development of TLC BlogDevelopment of TLC Blog
http://http://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblogwww.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog//

http://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog/


Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

AccomplishmentsAccomplishments
Completion of survey of participating Completion of survey of participating 
libraries libraries –– results atresults at
http://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog/wphttp://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog/wp--
content/TLCSurveyReport.pdfcontent/TLCSurveyReport.pdf
Creation of shared promotional and Creation of shared promotional and 
marketing materials for National marketing materials for National 
Library WeekLibrary Week
Negotiation of OCLC Cataloging, Negotiation of OCLC Cataloging, 
WorldCat, and WorldCat, and FirstSearchFirstSearch contracts contracts 
for participating librariesfor participating libraries
Increased knowledge of our DOT Increased knowledge of our DOT 
library colleagueslibrary colleagues

http://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog/wp-content/TLCSurveyReport.pdf
http://www.ctcandassociates.com/lpfblog/wp-content/TLCSurveyReport.pdf


Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

Future PlansFuture Plans
TL Collection Analysis & EvaluationTL Collection Analysis & Evaluation
Expanded PR materials Expanded PR materials 
developmentdevelopment
Grow number of participating Grow number of participating 
librarieslibraries
Work toward implementation of the Work toward implementation of the 
recommendations outlined in TRB recommendations outlined in TRB 
SR 284SR 284
Participate in NCHRP Project 20Participate in NCHRP Project 20--7575



Transportation Library Transportation Library 
Connectivity Pooled FundConnectivity Pooled Fund

Ultimate goals:Ultimate goals:
A nationwide transportation A nationwide transportation 
information network offering quick information network offering quick 
access and best practices to allaccess and best practices to all
Complete buyComplete buy--in from state & in from state & 
national leaders to ensure the national leaders to ensure the 
stability of our transportation library stability of our transportation library 
infrastructureinfrastructure



Any Questions?Any Questions?

Janet BixJanet Bix
Library AdministratorLibrary Administrator

Ohio Department of Transportation Ohio Department of Transportation 
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/libraryhttp://www.dot.state.oh.us/library

Janet.bix@dot.state.oh.usJanet.bix@dot.state.oh.us

Stephen CochranStephen Cochran
Senior LibrarianSenior Librarian

Washington State DOTWashington State DOT
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/libraryhttp://www.wsdot.wa.gov/library

Cochrast@wsdot.wa.govCochrast@wsdot.wa.gov

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/library
mailto:Janet.bix@dot.state.oh.us
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/library
mailto:Cochrast@wsdot.wa.gov
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